(Preliminary Issue.) 


Che 
—-Ethnograpbical Survey of Mysore. 


V. 
BESTHA CASTE, 


BY 


H, V. NANJUNDAYYA, MLA, MLL, 





BANGALORE: 
‘PRINTED AL THB GOVERNMENT PRESS 
1906. 


Price 4. Annas. 





Namo oon 
Origin one 
Hxogamous divisions 
Names 

Caate constitution 
Adoption 
Marriages «+ 
Kudike tee 
' Puberty 7, 
Adultery and divorce 
Widow mavriago 
Polygamy ... 


Inheritance 


CONTENTS. 


oon 


one 


tee 


Death and funeral ceremonies 


Religion 4.» 
Ocoupation .., 
Suporstitions 
Food tee 


- Privileges 


BUSTAS. 


Tho Bosta (&8,) casio has, according to tho last Consns, 
a population 143,171 persons, of whom 75,107 wore malos 
and 77,067 fomales. ‘They live scattorod all over tho State, 
out are found in largo numbers m tho river districts of 
Shimoga aud Mysoro. 


Tho hamo of tho caste is derived from tho Kannada 
word besada (883), thrown. Somo curiously derive ib fom 
Leita-husta ov Vebra-hasia, weaning one holding a cano, 
md this fanciful etyinology 1s based on the following 
wgond. Onco upona timo Varuna invited the Sapta 
Rishis to altend a sacrifice ho was celobrating. Thoy 
vgrood to go if ho would oxpel tho disturbers of thoir 
yonance, Lho land aud tho aquatic animals from the face 
vf tho ourth. Te worshipped and sought tho help of 
od Iswarn who sont Ganga from whom wore sprung 
Suparmuaja, Guharaja and Suita with thirty-two weapons 
n thoir hands. Ono of tho worpous was a cane or stick, 
ind doscont is trvcod for this caste from thoso somi- 
livino porsonages, 


Sovoral othor logonds ara given, oach giving tho origin 
wv the wholo or a sub-division of tho casto One legend 
ells that Suture or Sulakuladavarn (8680, Aas Bedsoo) 
wo Bprung froma porson who, when Varuna camo out of 
Janga, carried him over ina boat and landad him, An- 
wher logend is to the offoct that Santana Ohakravarti: had 
sonnection with Satynvati, a low caste boatman’s girl, who 
Ans became the step-mothor of Bhishma who was his son 
y his obhor wifo Ganga. Since Bhishma, otherwise called 
Jangasita, was a Bosta, being in a way the son of Satya- 
mii whose childron woro all Bestas, tho latter got tho 
yppollation of Gangasulas or in Kannada Gangemukkalu 
‘noneso% 99) liko Blrishma. ‘ 


Tho attoudants of Varuna havo givon to thoir doscend- 
ints the name of Parivaradevarn (ROMS), mondin 
: : : 2 § 
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Tho loss usual names, as givon by Nanjangud inform. 
ants, we Dushyanta, Nishada or Parasiva, Das or Mis 
gava. According to Manu, a Dushyantha is the son ots 
Kshateiya fathor-and a Brahman mother, A Nishada, who 
is 1o live by fishing and snaring animals, is born of a 
Brahmin father and a Sudden mother. Lastly a Dasa or 
Margava who is to subsish by working as a boatman ix the 
son of a Nishada fathor and an Ayeyeed mothor. ‘Those 
namos aro nob in vor, and were apparently sngeoslod for 
the occasion, by some Brahman instractor, as high-sound. 


ing titles. 


All these altompts have mevely arison from the motive 
of making out o superior origin for the caste which, as its 
main occupation is boating and fishing in the waters, has 
adopted the namo of Gangapulras ov faugemuakhule, childvon 
of water, which furnishos thea with thai means of lvelis 
hood. Tt may be noted that in Northern fidia, some in 
ferior Brahmans who worship the Ganga at holy places cull 
themselvos Gungapubras, 


Tho following names are given as donoting the ox» 
ogamous divisions or Aulas existing in this commuiby 
viz, the Kulus of Chinna (gold), Belli (silver), Surge (sim) 
Chonda (moon), Devi (goddoss), Sita (chiumpteor), Alagilu 
(cloud), Bhashinga ay iage chaples), ddd (pearl), Mata 
(precious stono), Kasturi (mush), Maal (gornl bead) and 
Malliye (jasmine). 'Phore ave two others galled Maa jira 
villa and Kadinenalln, but tho signitionnes of ho toms 
ennnol bo mado out. 


Tt is said that silver ornamonts are not worn hy those 
of tho Belli Kula oxcopt during martiagos, 


Kasyapa and Kanndinys gotras, enllol after tho 7eisht 
Kasyapa and Kaundinya, aro said to be found i all the 
ondogainous divisions. Those golrvs da uot stand jn tho 
way of marriages within thomsolyes as thoy do with 
Brahmans, and scom to have come into oxistoneo from t 
dosire on the part of this caste to raise Lhoms elves in the 
social scale, 


Raju, Nayaka and Boyi are tho titles usually allixod to 
tho names of ale persons. ‘ 


- There is no poeuliavity in the names adapted in 
this casto, Genorally ancosival names ait dia nantes of 


r 
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family uitios aro given to persons. Jayamma and Pul- 
dusami may bo givon us examples of torms of endearment. 
Opprobrious namos aro sometimes given to children born 
afior loss of other childvon, such as Kadam (junglo), 
Tippamina (dunghill) and Javaraya (god of death), 


This casto admits porsons of suporior castes in tho 
social scale, aftor tho following ecromony. The eldors aud 
tho reprosentatives of the Bosta families gathor together 
in a gardon, Tho aspirant for admission bathes aftor 
gotting shaved and goes toa tomple, whero ho receives 
tho holy water givon by the priest, which he drinks and 
sprinkles ovor his herd. He is thon smeared with ashes 
all over the body by the caste hoaduan, A foast is givou to 
tho caste mon ab which le collects a morsel from cach aud 
pavtakos of tho meal along with tho others. Thonceforth 
ho iy rockoned us a mombor of tho casto. 


The olders of tho casto are tho Dodda Yajman 
(Sonior Elder), Ohikka Yajman (Junior Hider) and Desa 
Setit, Tho Dodda Yajman has the power of onquiring into 
and tvarding punishimont of excommunication or fino for 
breachos of caste customs, Tho Chikka Yajman is his 
porsonal assistant and is also culod Ko/har (litorally, stick 
boavor), because ho carries a stick as tho symbol of his 
wubhorily. THis duties aro to collect caste people to join in 
tho tunoralsy or to form a casto counsil or Panehuyat to 
digouss, whon necessary, und judge quostions relating to tho 
custo,  Punishmonis awarded by the Council or Dodda 
Yajman aro to bo proclaimed by tho Kolkar. 


Tho Dosa Setti is tho local head of the soetion. Le 
pots tho first maryda tambula consisling of two cocoa- 
nuts, plantains, botel-loaves and money about cight annas, 
in all coromonies. Tho Senior Yajman gots a double tam- 


bul, : 


Adoption of a sou is recognized. A boy belonging to 
tho section of the adopting father is more gonerally sclocted 
than ouo belonging to other sections, A younger brothor is 
prohibited from boing adopted by lis older brother, The 
adopted bey is disabled from marrying within the prohi- 
bilod degrees of relationship of cither the adoptive or his 
natural tamily. ; : 

Tho martingo should be confined withit tho samo 


subadivision aid Ghose af the smuo cede canmot tarry each 
othor, ‘The sume vulos of rustriction on account of blood 
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rolationship as in othor casics have to be obsorved, Twa 
sistors cannot bo simultaneously marriod fo bho same person, 
Thoy may ho marriod to two brothors, tho older mari ying 
the oldor sistor, the younger marrying tho younger sistor, 
A man bolonging to a fanuly following the prolession 
of agriculture doos nob give lus daughtor to a porson fol. 
lowing tho profession of fishing, or ofc verse. Sunilurly 
with palanquin-boarers ucithor the fommer nor tho tnbtor 
make inarriago alliancos. 


Jf a mamiage take place outside the ondogmmons 
circlo, tho partios lose case and ave regurded as among the 
half-casto persons, such as those of iogutimate bith, 


A Bosta girl may vomain unmerriod, Tho practive 
of dedicating Basavis, though it oxists, is peklang inte 
distavour, Exehange of duughtors is in vogue. 


Both infant and adult marriages are allowed to taka 
placo, In tho case of the formor, a girl is merriod at the 
age of about twelve years, Bho lives with her parents 
till tho consummation of the miwriage takos place,  Cirls 
aro not inarricd to brcos, swords, or othor inuiimate 
objects. Adull marriages tako placo gonorally within the 
first your aflor puborby, ff a youmg wooxnt is loft un. 
muvriod for a long tino after that, her chastity is questionod 
and thereattor only marriage hy Kudihe form is allowed 
to her, 


If agivl has becomo prognant bofore uueringe hy a 
man of hor caste, sho is Wlowed to muvy hor fover in thy 
Kudike form. If he doos not tako hoy inauarriage, he 
will be pul outof onste, and she may join any other min 
in marriago, and hor childvon, if any, will bo wlliliatud to 
him. If sho has lived with aman of anothor custe, slo 
will bo outcastod. 


Marriages aro genorally aottled by tho parents or 
guardians, Tho proposal comes from tho fubhor of the 
boy, who witha fow Lvionds goos to the house of the ins 
tondod bride at an auspicious hour with coconmuta, bur 
meri, red and yellow, botel-leaves and nuts. Tf vousorth is 
given by tho other party, alotter o! invitation nnd. agreo- 
mont is written thon and there, A priest ix called in to 
fix tho day of marriage, Tho loltes! of inviteddion aro 
worshipped by both the parties, end cach parby prosonts 
his fobler to tho other in w format magnon, : 
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Throo, five or seven days bofore Chappara or Pandal 
coromony, the intended bride and bridegroom aro mae to 
oxhibit thomsolyes aba gathering of friends aud yelatives 
aud au careti™ takes place, 


Tho day provious Lo Chappara cartheu vossels aro 
nowly brought 1o the house, and Dasaris and Jogis are Led 
thore. 


Tho construction of the Chappara or the Pandal is tho 
first of tho important ceromonies of marringe. It consists 
of twelve pillars of which ono prust be of juicy halli wood in 
the case of Kannada Bestas, and in the caso of othars, of 
Nevale ov Kondamann tree. This post is known as hala 
kumbha GQnilk post) or muhuila hanbha (marriage post). 
Tho Chikhu Yajinan of thé casto attondod with drums and 
gongs, gods to the treo with marriod womon to bring tho 
milk post, Te worships tho treo and cuts a branch of ib. 
Jt is brought home and fixed in a pit already fonned and 
sproud with milk and ghee ab the bottom, A cloth pack- 
ago containing sovon kinds of grain is tiel to it;and ib is 
sprinkled over with wator in which coral and gold are 
washoil, and painted with red and white stripos. 


In tho evening, a daukane consisting of white woallon 
thread to which ave tied a pieco of timmeric root and an 
ivon ring, is tiod to the bridegroom’s hand, 


On tho sogond day, wator is brought from a pond in 
vossols by marviod women. ‘The Dasari worships the pond 
and idols. ‘Tho bridegroom's sistor brings one of tho Kala- 
sa pots (slyled wa’, FAA oy sistor’s pot) decorated with 
hombale (arocanul flower). ‘Shey como back in procession, 
walking over cloths spread inthe street by a washorman 
(B88), and with manesene (“oRRS) at miorvals, ‘Tho 
lattor is doseribed as follows :— 


As the procussion iy moving, thoy spread a cloth 
on the ground in front, and place on it in six places, 
a small quantity of fruit rasayand. | Thon tho 
Dasayyas blowing the conch and beating gong with cries 
of wh Lah! ah! go round and round tho cloth threo timos, 


” ee we we ee -—— 


® Arnti ix the coromony of waving over the bride und bridegroom w 
platter qontaining coloured water. ® 


a 
f Rasuyana iv swoob compound, goncrally mado by mixing togol her 
Plauning, covannot, anc yggory with eardunoms vr popper as spun, 
the whale mashed togethe 
a 
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and oat up tho sweot stuff picking ik up with thoir lips, 
This is repeated a number of bimos bofore they reach tho 
marriage houso, ‘Two Dasayyas will hold the idols in thoiy 
hands, and walk, iu front without biking part in the mane. 
seve. Thoso aro followed by tho Odihidldidagadige (we8to ai 
Ra) bearor, Tho idols aud the walov pot ave placa iva 
room and worshippod till tho marringo 1s over, 


Among Suivas instoal ‘of maneseve (Bote), tho dos 
gayya worships ‘Trisale (8)82%), and brings home the water 
vessol, 


Muhurtha or Dharo takes place on the (hind day. A 
Nerale (Jambolans) branch is taken to a Peepal tree aud 
puje offered to it, and ib ws thon brought home and again 
worshipped. Tho bridegroom furnished with a spor or, 
dagyor is led m_ procession bow tomple, where tho volatives 
and frionds of the bridal parties ave gubheved by invitation, 
Tho bride in the meanwhile comos into the marriage louse 
and takos her soat on tho plank Tho bridagroout coues 
back from the tomplo holding a dagger in his right hand, 
and sits facing the bride while a seroen sopiutubes blo two, 
Tho names of tho immediate ancestors of both tha parties 
aro ropoatol. ‘The parents pour dhare adi ™ on the united 
hands of the bridegroom and tho bride, ‘The avreon iy 
laken off and tho /adéi, a poldon iso, the symbol of tho 
marriago bond, is biol vound bho neek of tho bride by the 
bridogroom. Rice newly proparod ont of paddy for the 
occasion is poured in plenty onthe bridal party. ‘Mie onds 
of tho oloths of the nowly united couple aro tied tagother, 
and thoy prostrulo themselves before thoit seniors who 
bless thom in roturn with wishes of a loug and happy 
married lifo, * 


Tho fourth day is tho lust day of the mavinga, Ihe 
kankana is untiod by tho inarriod ladies and plavod ina 
plate containing jaggory and rice, hen takes plago tho 
Kamba Sastra or ‘Pillar’ covomony, Ab this, Uhe newly 
married conplo place a handful of cooked rica on a web 
cloth in front of oach pillar and do prjw. Afbor the pro 
cossion through iho villago ix over, tho milk post is 


* Phare Nirwmoans wator in drops. Whon any gift ia mnde ina 
solomn roligious mmunor, a Cow drops of walar Wille a fow Toland (Liesl) 
Jeaves and somobtimes w simul Goin is pub inte ble hands of Whe veaipient 
hyetho denor, "Phe wader fills in déare or draps, avid bho pith of aw girl 
in marriage boing one of tho most solomm ol saab wads, the aeramony is 
eounmonly denoted hy the single word ‘dha’. 
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worshipped and in the ond it is smearod ovoy with ashos. 
This is tho final aot of the coremony. 

Tho bride prico is Rs. 12, This goos to tho brido’s 
faintly, fathor, mothor or brother, It is pivon in the pre- 
sonoo of all during tho ‘dhare’ Tho prico of the brido 
narried for tho socond time is six rupoos. 

‘Tho marriago exponsos como to about filty rupoes, of 
which the major portion goos Sor foasting. 


In a marviage by Kudike, ib is the male membors only 
and not married women thatattond the ceremony. Women 
who are thus married aro not allowed to take part in mar- 
riage and obhor auspicious occasions. 


A gin) attains hor ago of puberty at about her six- 
toonth yoar, Sho is kept ma shod for three days, during 
which poriod sho is considered impure. Soon after cho 
signs aro obgervod, she is mado to sit on a plank, marricd 
woimon wavo the aruét or coloured wator beforo hor, and on 
the fourth day she bathes. Till tho elovonth day after tho 
bath, marriod womon galber round hey and make arti in 
tho ovonings, On the sixtoonth day, constunmation of 
marriago goncrally takos placo, Tho shed in which tha 
girl was lodged ab the timo of hor first menses, is burnt ap. 


Purmg the ordinary mouthly poriods, a woman bathes 
on the first day only, and remains in a portion of the houso 
for threo days, during which porviod sho does not onter tho 
kitchen but does othor household dutios, 


Whon a girl is for the first time gont to hor husband 
altor the sousmnmation of marriage, sho is presonted with 
now cloths and sadalahhi (838e%,), 4.0, rico placed in hor 
tying cloth, with jaggory, cocoanut, some fruits, botol- 
loaves and nuts. 


When a child-birth take’ place, tho mother is kept 
in a soparato room, ab the door of which a hatchet, margosa 
loavos, an old shoe and a broomstick aro placed to keep off ovil 
spirits. Tho poriod of ten days from tho day of tho birth 
of a child is ono of pollution, On tho olovonth day, a 
bath is givon to tho mothor and child, 


Adultary wilkin tho caste is tolorated ; but tho woman 
al hor lovor will bo compolled to pay her hushand's mavri- 
age oxponses in caso sho wants Lo live pormmontly with 
her lover, Somotimos it is settled by a small fine paid to 
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the casto, und tho money is usod for a gonoral feast of tho 
caste people. 


Divorco is allowed on tho ground of unchastity on tho 
part of the wife. Shomay marry againin the Kudihe form 
aftor divoreo. One-half of tho first, husband’s marringo 
oxpengos must be rofunded by the now husband, in voturn 
for whioh the formov untios the l/s and ronouuces his 
matrimonial rights ovor her, 


Tho remarriage of widows is permitted if the widow 
and her new husband pay to the caste a fine of 1upcos six 
and rupocs cight, respectively, A widow may marry hor 
husband’s elder brother but such marriages are raro. 
‘tho casto in such cases domands an additional fine of a 
few rupees. 


Childron of a widow by her second husband cannot 
claim tho property of thoir mother’s first husband, Simi- 
larly sons by her first husband cannot suecoed to tho pro- 
porty of hor second husband. If & man has childron both 
by his legal wifo and his concubine and if thoy all live 
togother, the children of tho concubine can claim sharos in 
the proporly of their natural fathor. 


Polyandry is unknown but polygamy is freely prag- 
tisod,  Barrennoss, defect in body or iniud and wichastiby 
on the part of the first wife avo the principal reasons for 
ono to tako anothor wilo. The first wife’s sister is gonor- 
ally proforred as n socond wile, 


A son-in-luy romaining with his fathor-in-law, is 
statod to be ontitlod to inhorit the proporty of his fathor- 
in-law, provided he porforms tho ‘latter’s ohsoquios. In 
othor respects, tho mombors of tho casto follow the gonoral 
Hindu law of inheritances. 


Tho doad body is gonordily buriod, but whon tho porson 
has died vory old. or has otherwise been held in groab os- 
teem, his corpse is burnt. During the last momonts of a 
man, all the relatives and caste poople gather to take part 
in tho funerals. A few grains of rico aro put in the mouth 
of the defunct porson by all tho relatives and frionds as a 
last mark of rogard for him. Tho widowod wifo worships 
the body and exchangos hotel-loaves *with it, IL a mar- 
riod woman dics bofore hor husband, hor bory is laid in a 
ljitor consteneted of greon loaves und flowors and smeared 
with {urmorie powder, 
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The doad body is generally carvied in a frame of bam- 
boo, and whore the partios can afford the expense, the 
frame is docorated with flowers, Ibis placed on tho ground 
somewhere while half way towards the burial ground, 
where the gon or other person officiating as tho chief 
mourner goes round if with » pot of boiled rico in his hands 
and smashos tho pet on the ground, nearest the hoad of the 
corpse. 


The doad are buried with their head turned to the 
South A new cloth, a plantain leaf and a small copper coin 
stuck in the dead man’s nose are the only thmgs interred 
with him. This custom has given rise toa proverb in 
Kannada, which means “Though you earned so much, 
pity you aye left without a pie in your naso,”* A new cloth, 
rice, betel-leaves and a few coins aro laid on the grave and 
the toti of the village iy bid to take them as his fces and 
price for the ground, Before tho earth is thrown ovor the 
body, a vessel containing some boiled rico is again taken 
round the grave three times andsmashed. If the body is 
burned, its remains and ashes are thrown in a pond or river 
on the third day. Milk and ghoe are pourod on the gravo. 
If itis the husband that is dead, the woman takes off her 
bangles, tali, etc., and throws them on the grave. Jlone+ 
forward she ccases to paint horself with turmeric paste, 


Tho period of mourning lasts for ten days. On tho 
oloventh day, the caste people are fod, A tomplo is visited 
by the chiof mourner and cocoanuts are presented td tho 
god and broken in his name. This ceremony is moant 
to open the gatos of heayen move easily for the ontry of 
the departed soul. During the poriod of mourning, no 
festivities are observed. Milk and sugar aro not used for 
food and casto marks are not put on the face. The wholo 
period of mourning is considored to be ono of pollution, 


Agnate relations observe tho full period of mourning 
for the death of an adult, while thoy do not observe any 
mourning for the death of a child. ‘Tho parents observo 
three days of mourning for the death of thoir infant 
children. 


For the propitiation of the ancestors in general, a yade 
(#) consisting of all tho articles of food and ‘nntain 





$$$ $$ $4. 
# aay, HOMTTTeaDANseVes wod whys daedan, 
Qa 


10 


loaves and coins, is presenicd to a Puroliit on tho Maha- 
laya day. Religious mondicants such as Dasayyas aro fod. 
Coremonios for deceased individuals avo nob performod 
periodically. 


Brahmans are noi required to assist at tho funeral 
coromonies which aro carried on with the wid of the caste 
men alone, who may be instructed what to do by tho 
Brahmans. 


Religion. These avo Tlindas by religion aud worship the ordinary 
divinuies, and have both Saivas and Vaishnavas * among 
them. The Saivas worship Siddappaji and Rajappaji. 


Thoro are two religious mnondicant orders in ils casto 
callod Jogis (@2eAR¥) and Nusaris (arr), ho Jogis 
aro Saivas and are the devotees of Chunchunagiri Batre 
Devaru (BoowsMo eydesesds), 'Thoy carry a horn (807%) 
which emits a shrill sound and Kamakshi mudra (P82%, 
o03)) ; and they annually send an offering of money to 
Batre Devaru (Bz8e8e800), This god they worship on Sun- 
days if not daily. The Dasaris are worshippers of Vishuu 
and followers of Ramanujachurya. Thoir principal god is 
Ranganatha on tho Biligiri Rangan hill, Bobh theso mon- 
dicant orders cat animal food and drink aleoholic liquors, 
Tho other Bestas can jutormarry with thom. 


Tolasamma (28e889,), wifo of Biligini Ranga, Marain- 
ma (808%), Ultanahalhyamma, (#8,839,c09,), Palalam- 
mia (2%), and Is tlamnea (327%), aro their deities, Choso 
have jurisdiction within certain limits of territory, and aro 
to bo annually piopitiated for the welfare of the locality 
by holding jatras ov festivals, on which occasions bulfaloas, 
sheop and fowls, aro often suerificed. Tho remains of tho 
animals slanghtorod for sacrifice aro partaken of by tho 
people. The cureasses of buffuloos ave giver) away to Ma- 
digas. Individual offerings aro given alter overy recovery 
from a bad diseaso such as sinall-pox and cholora, During 
epidemic scasons, special offerings are mado to tho local 
doities to induce them to turn out tho miruding goddosses 
of the provailing epidemic. 

Pujaris of this caste worship thaso doitios daily in the 
tomples built for them. At tho annual *festivitios in front 








ik hd . . ‘ : * 
ie Worshippers of Siva aud Vishnu rospootively as their supremo 
oily, 
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of the templo of Mavamma, a Sidi (88) is played. A pot 
pendisular boa ol about fiftoon feot supports and acts as 
a pivot to another horizontal bomn, ‘To the free ont of the 
latior, a dovotce who hay made a vow suspends himsoll by 
getting the hook passed through tho flesh ab the back. 
Tho beam is turned round and when it complotes one turn, 
the dovotoo is takon down and ho falis prostate bofore the 
deity. Lhe priest thon gives him l’rasadsa (® Mas), 


Near the Sidi, ‘tiro-troading’ takes placo, A. pit 
about 9 feet by 8 fect with a depth of 4 feet is filled with 
burning cinders. ‘Che devotees tread the fire and walk the 
whole length without wiucing. 


Natural objocts are revorod and aro accorded tho 
ranks of fods and goddesses. ‘Thus streams in high floods 
ave worshipped. A new cloth, turmeric powder, and v pair 
of now bamboo wiunows are thrown in and floated away with 
the curront. Snakosand ant-hills aro no loss important as 
objects of reverence, On Nayara chauti day, puje is mado 
with flowers and inconso to serpent holes, and milk is 
poured for the suakes to drink. ‘ho snake idols, oub in 
stone and enshrined under Pecpul and Neen troos, avo 
visited with roveronee. Lakshmidovi, the goddess of 
woalth, is tho principal deity of the vasto, and they obyorve 
a yourly festival in her honour, ' 


On the Mahanavamé day, fishormon worship thoir nols, 
and cultivators their ploughs, 


This caste has a comparatively low status. Their 
main occupations havo boon fishing, lime burning and 
palanquin-bearing and cultivation, Of late the profession 
of fishing is nob looked upon as a rospootablo ono, since it 
leads to the ‘killing of many living beings. Serving as 
grooms, sweepers, and clophant dvivors is also condemned, 


Nots are prepared by thom in the old fashion and thoy 
never purchaso them in tho bazaar or ase thoso not 
made by themselves. Tho principal instrumonts thoy use 
for fishing avo a cune with w long line, to which are atlach- 
ed a hook and bait ab tho ond. ‘The hugks or outor meal 
of grains woll butled iu water and formed into balls aro 
uscd ag bait, ‘these balls aro stuck to the ground and a 
stick waving on walor indicates (heir position, ‘lhe senoll 
of tho balls attracts fish and the fishermon inako a siveep 


Occupa« 
tion. 


: Suporsti- 
(ions. 


Pood, 


Priviloges. 
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of thom with their nob where thoy get themselves on- 
tangled Warth worms aro ysod for tho ano lings as bait. 


In thoir caste assomblios, an accused porson or a wit 
ness is said to liave sworn whon he morely goes round tho 
gathering three times. hoy do not usually touch tho 
fire, or any other objects to tako the oath, They beliove in 
omous, oracles and sorcery. - 


The sight of a jackal and that of a toddy pot are among 
thosp regarded as auspicious omens. Whon any sigkyess 
visits ao hops, thoy sonusult Koracha soothgayors, to know 
whether tho ailment is ono gent by God or tho offoct, of an 
evileye. A new born childis givon a name suggested by 
the soothsayer. In all cases, children’s diseases are 
diagnosed, by tho soothsayor, and his proscriptiof regarding 
discasos caused by spirits is followed in dotail, for 
oracles, they go to tomplos to consult tho prosiding deity. 
Ile is asked to give flowers, and if a flowor drops down 
tothe right of tho idol, it is takon as a favourublo rosponse, 
while flowers dtopped: to the loft are tho reverse, Lf the 
daity is reluctant to give any definite indication, he is coaxod 
by, promisos of offerings of animals and monoy. Lt is 
believed by thom that no devotee supplicating with a 
faithful. spirit, has beon disappointed till the presont day. 


Thoy tie talismans of coppor sheet beaton thin with 
some writing thorcon, called yantu (°8)), round their 
arms as provontives against ablaaks of tho spirits, Somo- 
limos tailsinaus servo to procuro for tho woarors children 
or success in important undertakings. 


The flesh of the following animals aro allowed to be 
usod as food:—fowl, sheep, gaat, cvano, rabbit, crocodile 
and: tortoiso, They novor catlowls, sheep; goats, cranos, 
oy other highor order of antmals without first olforing 
thom to their gods; and thoy indulge in such lnxuries 
chiefly during festivals. Thoy consider it a virtue 10 
abstain from animal food. 


They aro ontitled to use, at their. marriages, a red 
oloth canopy and palanquin and wnbrella, Torseg may be 
xidden by thom. Some Bestas of Nanjangud, do not ugo a 
palanquin, as onco upon a time whon a brida and pbrido- 
gxoom wore going in it in a marriago procoggion, ib adci- 
dentally took firo and was bunt, 
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They belong to tha cighteon Phanas which ave said to 
be a romnant of tho old trade guilds. Thoy do not dine 
with any of the nino Phanas who are their rivals, 


In caste status, thoso aro higher than Vaddas and 
Korachas. Thoy do not take food with Waddas, Korachas, 
Barbors and Agasas, though all those lattor oat in the houses 
of Bestas. 


Bostas are tho usval Pujaris of Yellamma and 
Maramma, 


“PERT 


WARY 
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